
SENATE JOURNAL 
Thirty-fifth Legislature-Fourth Co.lied Session. 

PITIST D:\Y 

Sennlo Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, 

Tuesclny, February 2G. 191S. 

In obecllcnce to the call or His 
Excellency, I-Ion. W. P. Hobby, Gm·
ernor or tho Stnto or Texas.convening 
the Thiny-llrth LC'gis lnturn in Fourth 
Special Se~sion this, th<' 26th da\· of 
February, l,IS, th<' Senate met In 
the Senato Chnmber or tho Capitol 
In the clty or Austin at IO o'clock 
n. m. and wns callee! to order ll\' 
Acting Lieutenant Governor W. ,\.. 
John son . 

Tt•1111.>or11ry OOlrers. 

Th l' Chnlr rmnouncecl the appoint
ment or the following temporary or
llcl'rs: Secretary, Hnlph Soape or 
Rusk County; Journal Clerk, T. H. 
Yarbrough or .\lontaguo County; 
S.eri;cnnt-at-Arms, :\I. F. Hornbuckle 
or Uosqu c County; Doorkeeper, Cnpt, 
Geo. T. \\'alker of Trnvls County; 
Calcnclnr Clerk, W. C. Dav or I-Inrris 
County; Engrossing Clerk: ;\lrs. Clara 
Hemphlll of Tnn·is County; Enrol
llng Clerk, .\!rs. Albert Stelrox or 
Travis County. 

Tioll Cnll. 

The Chair directed the Secretary 
to call tho roll of the Senate. ,\ 
quorum wa~ present. the following 
Senators an swering to their names : 

Alderclicc. Hopkins. 
Baller. Johnson or Hnll. 
Buchanan of Dell. .Tohnston or Hnrris. 
Buchanan of Seu rry. L:itt[more. 
Cniclwcll. :\!cNealus. 
Clark. Pngc. 
Collins. Smith. 

· Dayton. Strickland. 
Pc.~n . Sult er. 
DcchHd. "l\"estbrook. 
Hall. Woodward. 

Absl'nt-Excusetl. 

Dee. 
Floyd, 
Gibson. 
Henderson. 

Huds)1cth. 
McCollum. 
Parr. 
Robbins. 

Prayer by TIC\', S. H. :\!organ o! 
Bastrop County, 

Proclnmnt Ion In· the Go\·ernor or the 
Stntc of Texns. 

I, \V. P. Hobhy, Governor of Texas, 
by \"irtue of the authority vested In 
me hi· the Constitution or the Stnte 
of Texas In Artlde 4, Section S, do 
herl'by call an extrnorclinnrr session 
or thl' Legislature to COll\'ene In the 
City of Austin, Texas, nl ten o'clock 
a. m., Tuesclny, February 2G A. D. 
ins, for the following purposes, to 
wit: 

1. To enact a law to prohibit the 
sale or spiritous, vinous or mnll ll
quors, or mcdlcatl'd bitters, capable 
or producing lnlo:dcatlon, by any 
person in the Stale or Texas, within 
lcn miles or any cnmp whl're soldiers 
of the United States Army, or Navy, 
or :\!urines, arc being trained for mll
ltan· sen-lee in time of war, and to 
make a single sale a violation pun-
ishable as a felony. ' 

0 To enact a law to prohibit the 
sale of spirituous, vinous or malt 
llquors, or meclicatecl bitters, capable 
of producing intoxication. to any per
son engaged, employed or enllstecl In 
the military or na\·aJ scr\'lce or the 
Unite'cl States and in uniform, and to 
make surh sale unlawful and to d~
nne each sale as nn offense and to 
nmx the punishment for violation 
thereof as a fc>lony. 

3. To enaet a law to prohibit the 
sale or any spiritous, Yinous or malt 
liquors. or medlcatecl bitters, capable 
or produr:ing intoxication, to any per
son engaged, employee! or enllsted 
in the military or nn\·al service of 
the Unilecl States and in uniform, 
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nn1l to mnke such snl e unlawful :1n1l 
to cll'finc cnch snle ns nn offense nnd 
to :1!lix the puni shment for \'iolnlion 
t hprcof a" n felon)'. 

4. To enact n Jnw to prohibit nm· 
1pe1·son from dirctth· or indirec t!~· 
purchns ini:: for, proc1i1·ini:: for or g-i\:
ini:: to nny person employrll, cnlistc1l 
or eni::a i::e1l in the military forces of 
the Uniied States , whct111'r in uni
form or not, and from dircC'tl)· or 
lnclirertl)' clcli\'Nini:: to any person 
t•mploycd, enlisted or eni::ai::e1l in 
the military or rnn·nl forces of the 
Unitecl Statt»'. whetlwr in unirorm or 
not at the time or ~Ul'h purchase for, 
procurcmPnt. or i;tft, or clelh·ery to, 
of any s11irituous, \'inous or mall li
quors, or mecllcate1l hitters, ea11able 
of proclul'ini:: intoxication, nncl 11ro
\'lclini:: thnt each s uch net shnll 1.J,. nn 
offense nncl to pro\'ide 11unish111ent 
thereof ns a f<>lon.'" 

ii. To enact n lnw to prohihit any 
person from solici tini:; a ny person en
gn;;cd, emplo)'e1l or enlisted in the 
~lilitnry or Xarnl ser\'ic0 of the lJntt
ecl Stntcs, to meet. make nn nppoint 
ment wiih, or oth e rwise come in con
tnct with any Iewcl womnn, or to hn\'c 
unlawful relation with :in,· immornl 
womnn nncl to make such ;olieitation 
unlawful ancl the punishment thereof 
a f elon)'. 

G. To f'nnct scwh le;::islation as in 
the j11<l;::m·~nt of the Lei::islatnre ma\' 
he ncce'":n-r ancl proper to me<'t the 
nnns ual condition s th a t hn,·c arisen 
on account or the se,·e1·e •lrouth re
cently p rc ,·ni lin;.: in this Stal<', pro
nlin;.: r <el i<:>f for th-c citizens in 1lro11th 
s tricken sc•c·tions. csprcially in those 
r:ec tions where th e food ancl feed 
crops h;I\·<' been faihtrcs during the 
11 ast ~ea~nn. and ren<l ·cring- :1\·nilahlc 
for i111mcdintc nsc sur-11 ' credits ns 
may tw extcncte•I by the United States 
throu :;h its d e> ip1at e1I cle11ositories. 

i . To e na ct lc;::islation nrnl;in::: 
eff.cc•ti,·c th e amcn11I11cnt to the Co1i
stitntion of the Stat<', adopted by the 
people in Augus t, 1!117, which is 
Artitle lG, Sec:tion ii8, of the Consti
tution, pro,·iclini:: for the con st' t'\'a
tion of the natural resources o[ the 
Stal!'. 

S. To enact an aclcrp1ate ancl uni
form 1bpository law for the Slat e of 
Texas. 

\I. 'I'o consi1Jer nnrl ad upon such 
,other mattt•rs of Yitai importance as 
may he pr<:'sent0d by the l;oYernor 
11urs11anl to Section ·10, ,\rticle 3, of 
the Co1rnlilution of Texas. 

In lest imony whereof, J hn,·e hcl'e
unto signed 111y name omcially an<l 
C'a usccl to he impressecl hereon the 
';cal of stnl<', al the city of Austin, 
Texas. this 1 !Ith clay of February, 
"\ · n. 1n1 s. 

(S.-all w. P. nonnY, 
Go\·ernor of Texas. 

By the Gon•rnor: 
GEO. F . HO\\'ATID, 

Secn•tary o[ State. 

l't·<'~i<l<·nt 1'1·0 Tc111.-Elcctio11 Of. 

The Chair an11ounccd thnt nominn
tinns for Presidc:>nt Pro Tern. of the 
Spnate ror tl1 c Pnsuini:: Fourth Called 
Session W(.•re now in orclcr. 

Senator Wes tbrook plncecl in nomi
nation fo r that pince Senator g, A. 
Decherd of HohcH son County. 

Th·:, nomination wns secon1lecl b)' 
Senators Dean, Clark, Smith, Latti
more, .-\l1lercli<'e, Dayton and John
ston of !Innis. 

There h<"inf: no oth!'r nominations, 
the Chair clcclnr<>cl nominations 
dosed , ancl appointed as telle rs Sen
ators \\'c" tl"·ook. Clark ancl S111ith. 

Sf'nator Dech·c rcl receh·ecl eii::htccn 
\'otcs, hcin;.: a majori ty of nil Yotes 
cas t, ancl was cl ec larecl to be duly ancl 
"onstitutionnJl)· e I e ct c cl President 
l'ro TPmport• of the Senate during 
the Fourth Calll'cl S·ession of the 
Thirty-fifth Lef:i s lnturc. 

The Chair ap11ointed Senators Lat
timore, Dc>au a111l Alclenlice ns n 
<'ommilter to escort Presi1lcn\ Pro 
Tem. Dc<'henl to the Pr~siclent's 
stand, whcrc•upou hr tool' the consti
tutional oath of office, administered 
hy Acting Lieutenant GoYernor Joh~1-
~on. 

Presiclcnl !'ro Tcm. Derhercl ncl
drC'ss·~cl the Senate brielly an d then 
loo!' the cha ir and pr!'sided . 

n(~pol't of CaHt'US Connnitt<~e-. 

Scnntc Chamller, 
Austin, Tc>xas, Feb. 2G, lD!S. 

!Ion. E. A. Dc"11cnl, President Pro 
Tem. of the Sel)ate. 
Sir: Upon the call of Sc nator :l!c

Nc>nlus, chair111nn of the In s t caucus 
hPl<l hy the Texas Senate, a caucus 
\\':is hel1! in the Pinance TI00111 of t.he 
Senate on la s t nii;ht, attended by a 
majority of the members of the Sen
ate. to det e rmine the number and the 
jlC'l'SOnnel of the employes ancl om-
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cers of the Senate durlni; th<) current 
sc5"lon. Senator :llcl\ealus was elect
ed l'l1airman or th<' caucus and Sen
ator Cal<IW<'ll secretary. 

ThC' following are recommended as 
th~ officers nncl employes of the Sen
n!C' during the C'nsulng session: 

SC'crctary, Halph Soape. 
Assistant Secretary, J. B. Bennett. 
.Journal CIC'rk, T. H. Yarbrough. 
Assistant Journal Clerk, F. H. 

PiC'rson. 
Setoncl Assistant Journal Clerk, 

l\liss Lilias l\Tatthews. 
Calendar Cieri,, W. C. Da;·. 
Serg-:>ant-at-Arms, l\l. F. Horn

buckle. 
First Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, 

J. A. Kenny. 
SC'cond Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms 

Billy Skeen. 
Doorkeeper, Captain George T. 

\Va Iker. 
Assistant Doorkeeper, J. \V. Doug

lass. 
Enrolling Clerk, ll!rs. Albert Ste+ 

fox. 
Assistant Enrolling Clerk, ll!rs. 

Bonnie Campbell. 
Engrossing Clerk, Mrs. Clara 

Hemphill. 
Assistant Engrossing Clerk, l\!rs. 

ll!;Ttle Morrison. 
Postmistress, l\Trs. Clyde D. Smith. 
Chaplain, Re,·. S. H. l\lorgan. 
Telephone l\lessenger, l\liss Jacobs. 
It is further recommended that 

each Senator be permitted to appoint 
one stenographer-typist, and that 
such employe act as clerk of any com
mittee of which such Senator may 
be chairman. 

It is further recommended that 
the President. Pro Tempore appoint 
such pages as are nccessar;•, not to 
exceed ten in number, and also to 
appoint such porters as are neces
sary. 

It is further recommended that the 
compensation of all offic'et-s and em
ployes of tlle Senate be th·e dollars 
per clay, except that the Secretary 
and the Journal Clerk be paid seYen 
dollars per da)·, and except further 
that the telephone messenger, the 
pages and the porters be paid only 
t\YO dollars per day. 

It .is further recommended that the 
President Pro Tempore be giYen au
thority to fill any yacancies occurring 
during the session, and to dispense 
with the sen·ices of any employes 
""hich ma;· be deemed unnecessary 
and further to appoint such addition-

nl e1nplorcs as n1ay b-e ncces~ary for 
the dispatd1 of the Senate"s business. 

)!c:\EALl.fS, Chairman. 
CALDWELL, Secretary. 

The report was laid before the Sen
atc and on motion of Senator :llc
N<'alus the s:im-e was adopted. 

Personnel of Olliccrs. 

The following is the personnel of 
the officers and emplores of the Sen
ate during the ensuing session: 

S!'cretary, Ralpl1 Soape. 
Assistant Secretary, .T. B. Bennett. 
Journal Clerk, T. H. Yarbrough. 
Assistant Journal Clerk, ll!iss Lil-

ias i\latthews. 
Calendar Clerlt, \V. C. Day. 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Ill. F. Horn

buckle. 
First Assistnnt Sergeant-at-Arms, 

J. A. Kenny. 
Second Assistant Sergeant-nt-

Arms, Billy Sl;een. 
Doorkc!'per, Capt. Geo. T. Walker. 
Assistant Doorkeeper, .T. \V. Doug

lass. 
Enrolling Clerk, :\!rs. Albert Stel

fox. 
Assistant Enrolling Clerk, ll!rs. 

Bonnie Campbell. 
Engrossing Clerk, ll!rs. Clara 

Hemphill. 
Assistant Engrossing Clerk, l\!rs. 

;l!n·t!e i\lorrison. 
·Postmaster, lllrs. Clyde D. Smith. 
Chaplain, Rev. S. H. i.\lorgan. 
Telephone i\lessenger, i.\liss :\Iary 

Jacobs". 

omcers Elected. 

On motion of Senator Cald"·ell the 
Secret::11T was directed to cast the 
Yote of the entire Senate for the elec
tiYe officers of the Senate the same 
was done, and the officers were de
clared elected. 

Oath of Office ,\dministcred to 
Officers. 

Here the following officers ap
peared en masse before the bar of 
the Senate and toolt the oath of 
office, administered by President Pro 
Tern. Decherd. 

Secretary, Ralph Soape; Assist
ant Secretar;-, .T. Burner Bennett; 
Journal Clerk, T. H. Yarbrough; Sec-



4 s>ENATE JOURNAL. 

ond As>is tant Journal Clerk, :Miss 
Lilias lllatthews; Calendar Clerk, W. 
C. Day; Sergeant-at-Arms, 111. F. 
Hornlrnckle; First Assistant Ser
geant-at-Arms, .T. A. Kenny; Second 
Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, Billy 
Skeen; Doorkeeper, Capt. Geo. T. 
"'allrer; Assistant Doorkeeper, J. \V. 
Douglass; Enrolling Clerk, l\frs. Al
bert Stelfox; Assistant Enrolling 
Cleric, l\lrs . Bonnie Campbell; En
gross ing Clerk, ll!rs. Clara Hemphill; 
Assistant Engrossing ·Clerk, l\Irs. 
ll!yrtle J\1orrison. 

Excnsecl. 

The following Senators were ex
cused on account of important busi
ness : 

Senator Bee for today and tomor
row, on motion of Senator Bailey. 

· Senator Hudspeth, for th e week, on 
motion of Senator Smith. 

s enator lllcCollum for the wee!\ 
on motion of Senator.Page. · 

Senator Parr, for the week, on mo
tion of Senator Clark. 

Senator Gibson, for the weelc, on 
motion of Senator \Vestbrook. 

Senator Henderson , for the week, 
on motion of Senator Dayton. 

Senator Floyd, for the weelc, on 
account of sickness, on motion of 
Senator \Vestbrook. 

Petitions nncl ~remorinls. 

See Appendix. 

Committee He11orts. 

See Appendix. 

llills nnd Resolutions. 

Simple Ticsulut.ion No. 1. 

R esolved . That the President of 
the Senate appoint two committees 
of three each, one to notify the Gov
ernor and one to notify the Honse 
that the Senate is organized and 
ready for the dispatch of business. 

CALDWELL. 

The resolu.tion was read and 
adopt ed. 

Notificntion Committees 

The Chair appointed Senators 
Page, Westbroolc and Smith as a com
mittee to notify the Governor that 
the Senate is organized and ready 'to 
receive such messages as he may de
sire to transmit to It. 

The Chair also appointed Senators 
Clark, Dean and Alderdice as a com
mittee to notify the House that the 
Senate is organized and ready for 
the transaction of business. 

Each of the above committees pro
ceeded at once to the performance of 
their duties, and made report and 
were discharged. · ' 

Simple Resolution No. 2. 

Resoh·ed, That each Senator be 
permitted to suusc1·ibe for fi,·e daily 
newspapers during tlie current ses
sion, the same to be paid for out of 
the contingent expense fund. 

CALDWELL. 

The resolution was read and adopt
ed. 

Simple nesolntion No. 3. 

Resoh·ed. That each Senator in 
addition to the postage and statio~ery 
furni shecl him . be allowed e:q1enses 
for transmitting and receivin~ such 
telegrams and telephone messages as 
may be actually necessary in the dis
charge of his official duties, not to 
exceed during the session the aggre
gate sum of twenty-five dollars. All 
bills for such telegram and telephone 
messages to be paid out of the con
tingent fund of the Senate when ap
proved by such Senator incurring the 
same. 

CALDWELL. 

The resolution was read and Sena
tor Suiter mo,· ed to table the sam e. 

The motion to ·table was lost by 
the follon·ing vote. 

Yeas-2 . 

Collins. Suiter. 

Naxs-18. 

Aldcrdlce. Dayton. 
Baile)·. Dean. 
Buchanan or I3cll. Decherd. 
Buchanan ofScurr~·.Hopkins. 
Caldwell. Johnson or Hall. 
Clari:. Johnston of Harris. 
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Lattimore. 
McNealus. 
Page. 

Bee. 
Floyd, 
Gibson. 
Hall. 
Henderson. 

Smith. 
Westbroolr. 
Woodward. 

Absent. 

Hudspeth. 
McColl um. 
Parr. 
Robbins. 
Strickland. 

Action then· recurred upon the reso
lution and the same was adopted. 

House Notifies Senate. 

Here a committee of three members 
of the House appeared at the bar of 
the Senate and -notified the Senate 
that the House is organized and ready 
for business. 

The Senate received the message 
and thanked the committee. 

Bills and Resolutions. 

By Senator Hopkins: 
S. B. No. 1, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend , Chapter 1 of 
Title 44 of the Revised Civil Statutes 
of the State of Texas of 1911, and 
to provide the manner in which •the 
State funds shall be kept and de
posited; to define the State Depos
itory Board and its powers, and what 
banks may become State Depos
itories, and the manner and means 
of selecting such State Depositories, 
providing for the distribution of 
such State funds among such depos
itories, repealing all laws in conflict, 
and declaring an emergency." 

Read first time and referred to 
the Committee on Civil Jurispru
dence. 

By Senater Westbrook: 

By Senators Westbrook; Decherd, 
Hopkins, Dean, Collins, Alderdice, 
Buchanan of Bell, Smith, Buchanan 
of Scurry, .Johnson of Hall, Dayton, 
Suiter, Lattimore, Strickland and 
Floyd: 

S. J. R. No. 1, "Ratifying the 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States of America proposed 
by the Sixty-fifth Congress of the 
United States at· its second. session, 
prohibiting the manufacture, sale or 
transportation of intoxicating liquors 
within, the importation .thereof into, 
or the exportation thereof from the 
United States and all territory subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof for bever
age purposes; authorizing Congress 
and the several States of the United 
States of America to have concurrent 
power to enforce said article by ap
propriate legislation, and providing 
that said article shall be inoperative 
unless it shall have been ratified as 
an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States by the legislatures 
of the several States, as provided in 
the Constitution, within seven· years 
from the date of the submission of 
same to the States by Congress." 

Read first time and referred to 
the Committee on Constitutional 
Amendments. 

Simple Resolution No. 4. 

Resolved, That twelve hundred 
copi·es of each day's Journal be print
ed and that the Sergeant-at-Arms be 
instructed to pro rate such copies 
among the Senators equally. 

CALDWELL. 

The resolution was read and Sena
tor· Clark offered the following 
amendment: 

Amend the resolution by striking 
out the words "twelve hundred" and 
insert in lieu thereof the words "fif
teen hundred". 

S. B. No. 2, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to prohibit any person 
from soliciting or attempting to 
solicit or to be concerned in solicit
ing any person engaged, employed or 
enlisted in the military or naval ser
vices of the United States, to meet,. 
make appointment with or to other~ 
wise come in contact with any lew'd 
woman for the purpose of prostit/u
tion, making such offense a felony 
and declaring an emergency." I 

On motion of Senator Caldwell, the 
amendment was tabled. · 

· Action then recurred upon the res
olution, and the same was adopted. 

Simple Resolution No. 5. 

Resolved, That the rules of the 
Senate for the Third Called Session 
be adopted as rules for the Fourth 
Called session. 

Read first time and referred to foo 
Committee on Criminal Jurispru
dence. 

The resolution 
adopted. 

CALDWELL. 

was read and 
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Simple ·Bcsolnt.ion No. O. 

R esolYcd, That twel\·e copies of the 
daily Journal and twe\\·e copies of 
each printed bill be ddh·crecl by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms to the State Li
brary. 

CALDWELL. 

Th e resolution was read and 
adopted. 

Senate C01n·u1·1·c11t Hcsolntion No. 1. 

Rcso\\·ecl by the Senate, the Ho use 
of R epresentatiYes concurring, That 
the Joint Rules of th e Third Cnlled 

Th·e resol u lion was re a cl and 
adopted. 

l'l'i,·ile;::cd Stntement. 

Th e Chair lair! before th e Senate, 
certain conesponden ce between ll!r. 
Howerton nncl S·8nntor Pa ge. 

On motion of Sen ator Pnge, the 
letters were ordered printed in full 
in the Journal , nncl w ill be found in 
the Appendix. 

Scs;;ion of the Thirty-fifth L cgis la- H2rc a messenger from the GoY
turc he adopted as the Joint Ilules e rnor, l\lr. S. Il. Brooks, a]lpeared at 
of th e Fourth Cn llecl Session of the the bnr of the Senate with the fol-
Thirty-fiftll Leg islature. 1 Jowing executiye message: 

, CALDWELL. 

The resolution was read and adop
ed. 

Simplo H<."!-'Olntion Xo. 7. 

IlesolYed, That th e Sergcant-at
Arms 1rny for th e rent of such type
writer machines a s may be necessary 
for the employcs of the ::,enatc, not 
to exceed four dollars a month for 
each machine. 

CALDWEJ,L. 

· The resolution wns read nnd on 
the motion of Senator Caldwell was 
laid on the table subject to call. 

Sim(lle .Re~olntion Xo. 8. 

Governor's Office, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 26, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature of 
Texa s in Fourth Called S·ession: 

It is respec tfully recomm en ded that 
laws he passed making it more diffi
cult for soldiers in the camps of 
Texas to obtain liquor and to safe
guard the ir surroundings from the 
eYil s and diseases growinr; out of 
comm-ercializecl vice; making opera
tiYe the amendment to Article 16, 
Section 5 9 of the Constitution of the 
State, ndopted by the people in Au
gust, 1917 , proYiding for consen-a
tion of th e natural resources of the 
State; making an adequate and uni
form and profitable system of de
positing the funds of the State of 
Texas. 

· The Federal GoYernment has the 
Whereas, Th e information has tas]{ of raising an army proper!)' 

reached th is Chamber that the Hon. trained and equipped for winning a 
James A. Florer, a memher of the war that im·oh·es not only th-:i life 
Hou se of Ileprescntativ·2s, in the. aud existence of our country but in
Thirty-fifth Legislature, from Dallas ,·olYcs th.e ex istence of fre edom and 
County, has di ed from the effects of clemocrac)· everywhere in the world. 
injuri es rcceiYed in an accident while To m a ke the task of the Federal GO\·
en route to a train to come to Austin ern ment easier in thi s respect is a 
to attend t.o hi s official duti-es as a se rYice th e State should 'perform in 
member of the Legislature; there- the Eame spirit nnd with the same 
fore, be it loyalty and with the same courag·e 

IlesolYed, That the Senate hears of that her gallant young men offer to 
this trngic death with th e keenest lay their lh·es upon their country's 
of regret, nnd extends its condolence a ltar. Sacrifice and senice should 
and sympathies to the berea\·ed fam- be the only thought of every State 
ily and friends of the deceased; IJ-e it in this Union, and should be th e su
furthe r preme guide for soldier and ch·ilian 

Ileso lYed , Tha t wh en the Senate alike in 'this fateful crisis causing 
shall adjourn today it shnll do so Texas in u sefufncss and helpfulness 
in respect to the memory of Hon.' to lead all the rest. The call is made 
Jamf!s A. Florer. upon our State by the chie f officer 

ll!cNEALUS. charged with the responsibility of 
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raising this army to adopt those mea- I recommend that it be made a 
sures which will prove effective in felony for any person to directly or 
removing from camp environment indirectly buy for, procure for, or 
liquor and all influences which inter- give or directly or indirectly deliver 
fere with the training activities of to any person in the military or na
th·e army. Texas should answer this val service of the United States 
call through the voice of her law- while a stat-e of war exists, any char
making aut110rity and to that end I acter of intoxicating liquors, so that 
have submitted-to yon in official proc- if the seller knowingiy takes money 
lamation the suggestion of enact- from the hanger-on or law-breaker 
ments which in my judgment will be on the street, who talces the soldier's 
effective. money and goes into a plaC:2 of busi-

1 gave careful consideration for ness to procure liquor, such · seller, 
sev·eral days to various plans offered as well as the person passing the 
by those who are interested in the money to the seller and the liquor 
welfare pf our soldiers, reaching the to the soldier, shall be guilty of a 
conclusion that these enactments will felony. This is in harmony with th-e 
stop the sale of liquor and banish regulations of Federal authori_!ies, 
the procurer and th·e peddler from but becomes more effective when vio
e1·en the approaches to al·my camps lators can be prosecuted under the 
in Texas. · State law. 

I recommend that it be made a I r ecommend that persons solicit-
felony to sell liquor of any ldnd· ex- ing soldiers to meet lewd women be 
cept for scientific, sacram-ental and punished as a felony, thus reaching 
medicinal purposes to any person that class of people who constitute 
within ten miles of any military camp, the avenue of communication be
station, fort, post, cantonment, train- tween th·2 lewd women who have 
ing or mobilization place for soldiers come into the vicinity of these can
and sailors in the service of the United tonments and into the towns and 
States, or where soldiers or sailors cities and counties where they are 
are being trained for this purpose. located, The very touch of this class 
It is my judgment that with the of vice peddlers, as well. as their 
source of supply thus far removed wares, is worse than war and pesti
the carrier or the peddler can be lence and famine, and the design of 
more easily detected and the present plying their vocation among the sol
constabulary of our State and conn- diers of their country should be pro-
ties ancl cities is sufficient to police hibited by se1·-ere penalty. , 
the fewer roads that are naturally ac- I recommend that violations of 
cessible when it is necessary to go these laws be given preferred consid
ten miles through our larger cities eration on the doclrnts of our courts 
than the half-mile now prescribed by and that the statutes so provide. 
Federal authority and into · which The venue of all these casP.s will, 
many of the streets of these cities of course, be laid in the ~ounty 
enter. where the offense is comm!aed. The 

I ·recommend that it be made a good people of these counties are so 
felony for any person to sell liquor de-eply in earnest in protecting these 
in the State, who is not duly licensed soldier . boys and will be so deeply in 
for that purpose. This reaches the earnest in upholding these laws, if 
man who buys the liquor from the they are passed, that we may depend 
dealer an<l goes upon the street cor- upon them for the most rigid and 
ner or the bacl{ alleys or the canton- unrelenting -enforcement of every 
m·ent line, and peddles it out to a statute suggested. 
soldier for a consideration. It has been suggested that the 

I recomm-end that it be made a President of the United States is au
felony for any man anywhere under thorize? to make such regulations 
any circumstances to sell any liquor governmg th-e prohibition of alco
to any man in uniform, who is in the holic liquors in or near military 
military or naval service of the camps as he may deem advisable and 
United States. This reaches every therefore has the power to declare a 
person, the d-ealer with a license, and zone for the protection of the sol-. 
the "bootlegger" without a license. diers. In order to d-eclare a zone· 
This _should be as broad and as which included an entire cit;v or a~ 
sweepmg as the statute can be made considerable portion of it fhe J'.'ed-. 
ancl apply indiscriminately to every I era! authorities would necessarily as-
person. · sume control, thus subordinatmi; the 
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local ciYil authorities to the military 
and virtually putting martial law 
into effect. To create a zone in this 
fashion of sufficient extent to meet 
the requirements would be undesir
able since it \\'OUlrl disturb and con
flict with local authorities and prove 
embarrassing to the F·ederal Go,·
ernment. It is self-evident that to 
accomplish the best results such a 
zone must be established by the State 
government and the law ;:inforced by 
local officers. 

·I am not unmindful of the fact 
that as a means of accomplishing the 
results here sought many people ad
Yocate statutory statewide prohibi
tion with more or less confidence in 
its ultimat·2 success. I do not as
sume for a moment to pass judgment 
upon the constitutionality of such a 
Ia'"· yet all will admit that eminent 
lawyers haYe 'expressed the opinion 
that a law along this line is in con· 
11ict with the Constitution of the 
State. 

The zone law, how-ever, is deemed 
to be in the nature of a regulatory 
rather than a 11rohibitory act, and in
Yoh·es merely the exercise of that 
police power with which the State is 
fully clothed to d·eal with the barter, 
sale and exchange of· liquor. In other 
words, it is indicated that statutory 
prohibition would ' offer the possibil
ity of a vigorous contest in the courts 
while a zone law would not be open 
to successful attacl> through court 
procedure. 

The need of the hour is immediate 
and efficient suppression of ·an admit
ted eYil. The measure that is strong 
because of its certainty is to be pre~ 
ferred over a meaSlll'e that in reach
ing too far may incur the risk of 
failing entirely. 

I realize that an Act proYicling for 
·a ten-mile zone will put prohibition 
into effect in most of that portion of 
Texas where it has not been adopted 
by the people of the localities. The 
consideration, however, is of no im
portance compa1·ed to that of provid
ing the solcliers at thcs-e camps with 
th e surroundings desired by their 
chief commander, the Secretary of 
\Var, with surroundings that are con
ducive to a more potent and more ef
ficient army, and with those sur
roundings that all of the right-think
ing people of Texas will want them 
to have in the face of such a request. 

The highest duty the Legislature 
of Texas and the Governor of Texas 
O\\'e. to the people of Texas, to the 

fa the rs and mothers of these soldier 
boys far from home and in new and 
untried spheres of lif.e, the highest 
duty to our common country and to 
the flower of our manhood s'o freely 
offering their liYes, if need be, in our 
country's defense, is to exercise th-e 
powers of the trust they hold, in 
protection of the morals and the 
health of these soldiers in our midst 
and to help. them be what th·ey so 
ambitious!)· and patriotically desire 
to be, clean, morally and physically, 
men and soldiers who are good and 
strong, physically a.hie and skillfully 
trained, to measure lances with the 
most cruel and most Yicim.ls foe that 
has ev·er darl>ened the door of civili
zation or stayeil the march of free
dom's Yan. 

In my opinion the laws which I 
haye lllentioned will, if adopted by 
the Legislature in proper form, ef
fectually exterminate th;:i e,·ils at 
which they are aimed and to the ac
complishment of these purposes I in
Yite your most earnest consideration. 

It is important to enact legislation 
intend·2d to bring total or partial re
lief to the citizens in that Yast area 
of Texas comprising about one hun
dred and fifty counties and which 
suffers affliction from the severe 
drouth of 1917. At my instance and 
as a result of a meeting called by 
m2 of the officers of agricultural and 
industrial organizations of the State 
a committee composed of Hon. Fran!> 
Kell of Wichita Falls and Hon. W. 
H. Fuqua of Amarillo lllade a trip 
to \Yashington and petitioned the 
Secretary of the Treasury to deposit 
goYernment funds in the banks of 
that section to he loaned out to farm
ers and cattlemen on the most liberal 
terllls that may be allowed. An ar
rangement with the Treasury Depart
ment of the United States along that 
line is now heing worked out through 
the assistance of Hon. W. F. Ram
sey, Federal Resen·e Agent for the 
EleYenth Regional Bank District. I 
ham submitted the subject, hoping 
that the l'epresentath·es from the 
area more Yitally concerned and the 
Legislature in its wisdom may evolYe 
a plan that is helpful and feasible. 

The people of Texas in August, 
1917, adopted an amendm-ent to the 
Constitution of the State authorizing 
the formation of one or more coun
ties or subdiYisions thereof into dis
tricts for the purpose of r eclaiming 
lands that are. rendered useless for 
culti\·ation . because of overflow and 
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~wamp conditions. Some of these from the diseases growing out of 
lands are the most fertile in the State commercialized vice. · 
and can be made the most productive NEWTON D. BAKER, 
if rescued from the blight that now Secreary o{War. 
-0vertakes them. It is important to 
th;i material progress of Texas in (.Copy of Report) 
time of peace and it is important to 
the end of increasing the productive Texas State Council of Defense. 
<:apacity of the State in time of war Wichita Falls, Texas, ·Feb. 11, 1918. 
that legislation be enacted now au- 1 

thorizing the establishment of thes-e Governor W. P. Hobby, Austin. 
districts and making it possible to Dear Governor Hobby. 
impose the necessary tax, sell securi- I notified , the members of your 
ties and set on foot the legal ma- committee which was appointed to 
chinery which will put into eri;ect this go to Washington City and call upon 
addition to our organic Jaw. the Comptroller of Currency for the 

The fact that und;ir the present purpose of trying to secure deposits 
system of depositing state funds in the drouth stricken counties, of 
there is at times. a large amount public funds. Our meeting was called 
lying in idleness in the vaults of the for :Monday, February. 4, at Wash-
State Treasury and the fact that a ington City. , 
better defined m'ethod of clearing all Mr. '\V. H. Fuqua of Amarillo and 
remittances to the various depart- myself were the only members of the 
ments of the State government committee who had the time to 
should be provided, make it expedi- reach Washington City at that time. 
ent to enact Jaws which will l'emedy In company with Honorable T. B. 
these conditions. The amount of Love, Assistant Secretary of the 
funds.which the State may put out at Treasury, we called upon Comptroller 
interest should not be limited and Williams. and after discussing the 
sufficient elasticity should be given to matter with him in detail, he very 
a board of duly authorized officials of cheerfully agreed to recommend to 
the State to deposit the public mon·ey S'ecretary McAdoo that he place on 

• in such manner as will bring the deposit in the drouth stricken couu
State the most profit and the most ties of Texas, Government funds to 
benefits and at the same time better 'the amount of $10,000,000:oo to 
serve the peopl-c by keeping such $20,000,000.00 at any time and 
funds available for the ordinary place that such funds may be needed 
channels of business. The Jaw under the usual Government regula
should provide, too, for the strongest. tions. 
safeguards in depositing the money . Both Comptroller Williams and 
of the State. Assistant Secretary Love heartily re-

Supple,mentary to -this m-essage I commended to Secretary McAdoo that 
am submitting communications bear- this be done. This appeal to Secre
ing upon the subjects presented for tary McAdoo was also supported by 
the information of the Legislature. an urgent appeal from Senator Mor-

/ 

ris Sheppard, who called upon Secre-
Respectfully submitted, tary McAdoo on February 5th in be-

W. P. HOBBY, half of our request. 
Governor of Texas. It is with much pleasure that your 

(Copy of Western Union Telegram) 

Washing~on, D. C., Feb. 9, 1918. 
W. P. Hobby, State House, Austin: 

In view of the special session 
which you have convened in Texas 
at this time it may be stated that 
owing to conditions now prevailing 
in Houston, Fort Worth and else
where the War Department' will be 
1
deeply interested in any effective 
measures which wiJI make it more 
difficult for soldiers in the camps of 
Texas to obtain liquor and which 

shall further safeguard! their health 

committee can report that the Secre
tary of the Treasury has announced 
his willingness to not only make 
Government deposits as needed but 
also. to aid the drouth stricken re
gion -Of Texas in every possible way. 
Inasmuch as the Secretary of the 
Treasury is willing ·to aid our drouth 
stricken people and the phychological 
effect that this information would 
have in that section, we believe it 
wise that you immediately give wide
spread publicity to this information 
throughout the affected counties. 

We, your committee, desire to em
phasize .that we are greatly under 
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oblig-a tion to Honorable John Skelton 
Williams , Honorable T. B. Love and 
H onorable ::\Torri s Sheppard for their 
assis tance in this matter. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) FRANK KELL, Chairman. 

(Copy of L etter .) 

Treasury Department, State of Texas. 

Austin, Feb. 25, 1918. 

H on . \V. P. Hobby, Go\'ernor: 
Dear Sir: 

Referring to your message calling 
the Legislature in special session for 
the purpose, a111ong other mcaures, 
of pass ing a depository law which 
will authorize the Elate Treasurer to 
k eep all surplus fnnds of the State 
out on interest at all times, permit 
m e to suggest that you also r ecom
mend in this bill, or in a separate 
bill , that ali State ofllcers who col
lect State funds shall make the ir de
posits direct into the State Treasury 
as often as deemed necessary in
stead of depositing in the banlts ancl 
making monthly settl ements with the 
State, as is the present custom, and 
to 1n·o\'idb for the State Treasurer ta 
clear these funds as well as all other 
funds he receives through the bank, 
or, in other. words, make the Treasury 
Department a clearing house for all 
State funds. 

For your information will state 
that during the entire year of 1917 
our a\'erage daily balance of all funds. 
in the State Trea sury was, in round 
figures, . fi\'e million dollars. We 
ha\·e sixteen S tate Depositories at 
present which are allowed to ha\'e 

, only $50,000.00 each, or a total of 
$800,000.00, leaving a daily balance 
of $4,200,000.00 lying idle in our 
vaults. lf this $4,200,000.00 had 
been placed out on interest at the 
same a\'era ge rate paid by the six
·teen Depositories , 4.27 per cent, it 
would h?.Ye earned the sum of $179,-
000.00 . If we had only r ece ived the 
usual banking rate of 2 per cent it 
would have earned the sum of $84,-
000.00, to say nothing of the benefit 
to the State at large. 

Ho\\'e\·er, l beg to s tate that our 
balances during the past year wer'e 
unusually large, ne\'er before in the 
his torY of the State were they so 
great · and in all probability th ey will 
ne\'er' again reach that a\'erage 
balance during an entire year, but, 
at certain pe riods during each year, 
we always have a large surplus that 

could be earning something instead 
of lying idle in the vaults. 

Trusting that you will not think 
me presumptions in addressing you 
a s I ha \'e, I beg to remain, 

Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) J. 111. EDWARDS, 

State Treasure r. 

i\djour1unent. 

At l l: 45 o' clock a. m. the Senate 
on motion of Senator Caldwell a d
journ et! until l 0 o'clock tomorrow 
morning. 

APPENDIX 

Petitions and ;IIcmo1ials 

Th<' fo!loll'ing are printed here by 
order of the Senate: 

Austin, Texas, Feb. 26, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, Jr., Pres iden t 
Pro Tempore of the Senate, Austin, 
Texas. 

~ly Dear Sir : 
I am informed that on yesterday 

e\'ening in a caucus of Senators, the 
ques tion of my being pro German in 
sympathy at th e outbreak of the war 
was raised, and the matter of corres
ponden ce between Senator Page and 
myself in relation the1·eto was dis
cussed. 

This was made th e subject of in
quiry last spring, at the First Called 
Session of the L egislature, in my ab
sence, and I was exonerated by the 
Committee. Inasmuch as I have 
never been pro German in sympathy 
in this war, either before our country 
declared war or since, and any charge 
to the contrary in\'olving, as it does , 
a serious reflection on me and against 
my personal integrity, and since all 
discussion and inquiry so far ha\'e 
been wholly ex parte, I respectfully 
ask that the attached correspondence 
between Senator Page and myself, 
abo\'e mentioned, he printed in the 
Senate Journal. lf Senator Page 
objects to his letters appearing in 
the Journal I hereby waive request 
that they be so printed, but ask that 
my lette rs in reply to his appear in 
the Journal. 

I make this request not only as a 
matter of personal justice to myself, 
but in view of my formPr relation to 

the Senate and my relation at ~his 
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time, I think my statement r~lative 
to this unpleasant controversy should 
appear. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) W. V. HOWERTON. 

Bastrop, Texas, Fe·b. 7, 1918. 
Mr. vV. V. Howerton, Capitol Station, 

Austin, Texas. 
Dear J\Ir. Howerton: 

I have your favor of February 6th, 
and replying beg to say: 

-I know that you are perfectly 
qualified to fill the position sought, 
and it may be that I will be able to 
support you. . Some days ago I re
ceived a letter from Mr. Ralph Soape, 
who seems to want this place and 
while I cl,id not commit myself tci him, 
I answered that it might be possible· 
that I would support hilu. 

I am always frank, and it was re~ 
ported to me during the last session· 
of the Texas Senate that you made 
some disloyal remarks in the Senate 
Chamber. I do not think I am mis
talten as to this. If I am not, this 
matter will have to be straightened 
out before I could consistently vote 
for you. 

I thank you very much for the copy 
of the report of tJ1e Senate and House 
Investigating Committee, and will be 
glad to have you explain the above 
incident if you feel disposed to do so. 
· Yours sincerely, 

PAUL D. PAGE. 

Austin, Texas, Feb. 9, 1918. 
Hon. Paul D. Page, Bastrop, Texas. 
My Dear Senator Page: 

I have your kind favor of the 7th 
instant, and hasten to reply. 

I wish to state that I never made 
a statement in my life that by any 
means of reasonable or sensible con
struction could be made to appear as 
disloyal to my Government. Nor do 
I believe that I am capable of think
ing in terms of disloyalty or harbor
ing a disloyal sentiment. 

The incident about which you 
doubtless have reference was occas
ioned by an argument one evening 
last spring in the Senate Chamber 
between Senator Westbrook and 
Senator Darwin on the one side 
and 'myself on the other, relative, in 
the main, to the McLemore resolu
tion which was defeated in Congress, 
they taking the position that it wou!J 
have made our, Nation appear weak 
and contemptible before the other 
Nations of the world for the Con-

gress to have adopted the resolution, 
while I maintained that its adoption 
would have been wise and prudent. 

In this connection, also, Senators 
Westbrook and Darwin brought up 
the charges of German cruelty to the 
peoples of the conquered territories. 
At the time, I said that I did not be
lieve the charges of such excessive 
cruelties were well founded, and that, 
in my opinion, many of the . re·ports 
were gross fabrications; and I argued 
that from my observation of the 
characteristics of Germans in this 
country I did not believe the German 
Nation capable of such cruelties. · 

In this argument I claimed that 
our diplomntic machinery should 
have tried out further before giving 
up all hope and entering the war. 

I think these points embrace •the 
whole range of the discussion, which 
was somewhat animated-JHtnctua
tions with the exclamation point ap
pearing frequently and some pas
":;ges on both sides, were featured 
in italics. 

I never understood that the adop
tion of the MeLemore resolution could 
have been contrued in the remotest 
sense as a recognition of Germany's 
right •to sink the ships of neutral 
countries. I never was a political 
supporter of Mr. McLemore, but I do 
cherish the right of an American citi
zen to uphold a correct position any 
man may talte though I differ wi'th 
him on everyth'ing else he stands for. 
In the race for Congressman-at-Large, 
I supported Senator Darwin over lllr. 
McLemore, though I am nol quite cer
tain as to i\1r. Darwin's posl' tion on 
the McLemore resolution in the cam
paign; but I would have supported 
him any way had I known that he 
opposed said resolution, which I sus
pect he did. 

But, wi·th refrence to the phase of 
the argument relating to German 
cruelties, I am sad to say that I was 
mistaken; for I have received offi
cially from the Commit'tee on Public 
Information, composed of the Secre
tary of State, the Secretary of War, 
the Secreary of the Navy, and George 
Creel, a "Press Edition" copy of ·"Ger
man \Var Practices, Part 1, Ttreatment 
of Civilians," wh1cn reveals practices 
and cruelties so enormous as to be 
almost beyond the limit of exaggera
tion. I cannot doubt these cruelties 
now for I have my information from 
a source 'lhat is officially authorized 
by our Government. I cannot see 
that it would have been inexpedient 
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or unwise for the Government to have 
given this information to •the people, 
first hand, e \•en before war was de
clared, in order that the people could 
ha\'e better understood how the peace 
of the world was menaced and what 
we had to engage in war for. 

I remember, on this occasion, I 
spoke of Germany's contribution to 
the citizenship of this country, and 
admonished that the German citizen
ship here cou ld not be measured by 
the brutal standards set in war in the 
Old World, and I distinctly t'emem
ber referring to that type of German 
citizenship exemplified in such men 
as F. C. ·welnert, Julius Real, and the 
late Walter Tips, who, I said then 
and say now, were as honorable men 
as ever sat in the Texas Senate. I 
would have mentioned MT. Faust, too. 
had his name occurred to me at the 
time. 

Though some of my best .friends 
are Germans, I owe nothing especially 
to any German on earth or to the 
German people. I have not a drop of 
German blood in my veins. lily an
ces·try are all English, Irish and Hol
land Dutch. lily children have no 
German blood in their veins, their 
mother's ancestry being mainly of 
English origin, with the paternal 
nam e of l\loore, and the maternal 
familv names of Clement and Bogart_, 
all pfoneer families of Collin county, 
Texas, who settled there long before 
the Civil War. 

I did not know that this incident 
and anything I· may have said had 
been made the subject of inquiry un~ il 
late in the summer when I was in the 
State Library on e day and l\1r. i\lar
ron, the Legislative Reference Librar
ian, asked me if I knew I had been 
inves tigated. I told him I did not, 
as I was a way from Austin nearly all 
during the session of the Legislatm·e 
and until some time in the following 
.June. H e referred to files Of the 
Senate Journal, and I read the state
ments of Senators \\'es tbrook and 
Darwin which statements are sub
stantialiy correct, though they seem 
to have misunde-rstood my real feel
ing and attitude about as far as is 
possible to misunderstand anything. 
Dut s uch a mis understanding is the 
usual result of an immoderate dis
cussion. 

This subject has never been men
tioned between us since; and I fe el 
sure that nothing would be more as
tounding and absurd to either Sena-

tor 'Vestbrook or Senator Darwin 
than to hear of my loyalty being 
called in question. "'hen Senator 
Westbrook and the other Senators 
composing the Investigating Com
mittee met in Austin on the 
first of No\•ember to begin worlr, 
he aslred me if I would se rve 
as Secretary of the Committee, 
without my soliciting the posi
tion or having thought of aslring for 
such a position. I told him I would 
serve the Committee if he would make 
the personal request of General 
Looney to r e lieve me of my duties 
in the Department of the Attorney 
General while the work of the Com
mittee lasted . He did so, and Gen
eral Looney was good enough to grant 
his request, though Illr. Looney told 
me that he did not know how much 
it would inconvenience him to Jet 
me go, but that he would talre the 
chances inasmuch as the Chairman of 
the Committee had made the request. 
I had not had a conversation with 
Senator Westbroolr since the adjourn
ment of the Legislature last May, 
until he made the request for my ser
Yices. 'Vhy he should want my ser
vices, you can infer for yourself. 
But knowing Senator Westbroolr as I 
do, I know that he would not have 
had my services under any circum
stances if he had suspected that I , 
was tainted with disloyalty. I was 
chosen unanimously by the Commit
tee, and I am sure that no other Sen
ator on the Committee would ha,·e 
accepted my services had he enter
tained any suspicion as to my loyalty, 

I ·will say that my older son, Ed
gar, who is eighteen years old Is 
serving und er the flag in our navy, 
and has been since the 24th of Aug
ust, 1916, the day he was seventeen. 
He is serving on the converted armor
ed cruiser (first class) the Pueblo, 
formerly th e battleship Colorado, en
gaged, as I understand, in com·oying 
across the Atlantic. His ship was 
detached from the Pacific fleet last 
lllay or June nnd sent into the At
lantic. H e seems to be enthused with 
the senice. Instead of sending any 
of his money home, I am urging him 
to put all he can into.Liberty Doncls. 
The last •time I h eard from him, he 
had already bought some of the 
bonds. 

l\Iy younger son, John, who Is just 
past fifteen, is serving in a c lerical 
position in the Aviation School here 
and is taking a stenographic cour3e 
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at night school with a view of work
ing up in this branch of the Govern
ment service. The influences that sur· 
round him are certainly calculated 
to instill patriotism, and I encourage 
him all I can. 

I may add that I am in possession 
of 'definite information that my lineal 
anceS'lry have been well represented 
In every war in this country since 
and including the War of 1812, with 
the exception possibly of the late 
Spanish-American war. My great 
grandfather Joseph Norris served in 
the War of 1812, and, also, the wars 
with the Indians in Alabama anu 
Florida, under General Andrew Jaclt
son, in the early part of the last 
century. My early paternal ancestry 
I c\o not know much about, as they 
nearly all remained in Virginia whe.-e 
the earliest of them by the name I 
bear come from England prior to the 
Revolution. I have a family tree 
that reaches back to my great grand
·father .Howerton, whose plantation 
was in King and Queen county, Vir
ginia. My father was a Kentuckian, 
but was raised principally in Illinois. 
At sixteen he was a soldier in General 
Sherman's army, though he had to 
make his age appear as eighteen 
when he enlisted. SurYiYors of Com
pany D. Fiffieth Illinois Volunteers, 
whom I lme\Y when a boy said he was 
a brave, honorable soldier. He was 
honorably discharged from the army 
at 'Vashington City after the war 
closed. His folks were strong Dou
glas Democrats, and my father was 
an ardent Democrat to the day of his 
death. lily mother's people were 
strong Southern sympathizers, and 
several of her uncles by tlw name of 
Norris served in the Confederate 
Army, from l'IHssourl~ 

I have several cousins now under 
the colors, I know of, from Missouri 
and Canada. I have one cousin, 
whose home is Victoria British Col
umbia, who ls in the English navy 
and another whose home is Kirks: 
ville, l\Iissouri, who is in the Ameri
can navy. I do not know how many 
of them are in 1he army by now, as 
my Immediate blood relatives I know 
much about all live in Missouri and 
Ill!nois, and I do not hear from my 
folks in Missouri very often. 

I wish to state that I heartily en
dorse every act of Congress and every 
order of the President, since the de
claration of war, designed to put our 
Nation on a war footing. A flood of 

light has been thrown upon events 
which led to the declaration or war 
'lhe people were in the dark about be
fore, and this has done all that could 
be desired to unite the people. I 
have always believed that if you let 
Americans know they have 'a just 
cause to fight for there will be very 
few slackers. 

I am afraid, my dear Senator, I 
have made •this statement unneces
sarily long, but this is a matter that 
i?-terests me, and I feel like I would 
hke to say even more. I will make 
no mention of this past incident -to 
either Sena•tor \Vestbrook or Senator 
Darwin until you shall have taken 
the matter up with them, if you feel 
like doing so; and for your conven
ience I am enclosing two carbon 
copies of this letter to you, in order 
tha't you may mail them to these 
Senators and request their statements 
in reply. I believe, too, that Senator 
C. R. Buchanan of Snyder, was pre
sent on the above occasion. 

I would not discuss •the war situa
tion with any man that I thought was 
not thoroughly loyal. About the only 
man, howe\•er, I have discussed our 
general war policy with is Hon. C. M. 
Cureton, First Assistant Attorney 
General, whose loyalty and efforts at 
encouragement of enlistments in this 
State are well known. A time or two 
I have discussed such subjects with 
him because of his .recognized ability 
and because I · wanted information. 
He knows my viewpoint and feelings 
I thinlc, quite well. ' 

I am enclosing you, under separate 
cover, some marked editorials I wrote 
the year before this country entered 
the war. which, if you feel in'tercstecl 
in reading, will give you a better idea 
of my views and feelings as touching 
upon the questions I discussed with 
Senators Westbrook and Darwin. 

As I explained in my former letter, 
my services will be available to the 
Senate as Secretary.· I know the 
value I can make my services In the 
event of a busy session. I assume 
the Senate .w!ll want to carry out a 
constructive program along the lines 
the Governor submits. If I thought 
otherwise, and that there would be an 
attempt to carry out a program of ob
struction and political horse-play, I 
would not desire the place. But I 
have confidence enough in the meni
bership of the Senate to believe that 
there will be witnessed no such 
spectacle. I know the help that I can 
be along the line of affording to the 
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Senators ready and easy reference 
and information as to tho var10us 
matters making up the r ecord of the 
r ecent investi gation. The record will 
be too voluminous to print, and re
ference will have to be had almost 
entirely lo the files. lily only desire 
is to sen·e and not to strut around 
and 'lry to look smart or ornamental. 
The Senators composing the Inves ti
gating Committee anti cipate a hard
workcd session, and for that reason 
some of them asked me to apply for 
th e Secretaryship, which 1 will do. I 
11ave no political ax to grind for any
body, and I hope that 1 will not stand 
in the way of any 11olitical ax
grinders. 

To speak plainly, th e record of the 
investigation shows that the political 
ax-grinding proposition now amounts 
lo a lmost a shame and a scandal in 
this State. 

I can say with pride that during 
th e several sess ions I sen·ed as Sec
retary of th·e Senate I never made 
llut one mistake in recording a Sen
ator·s vote , and that was the vote 
of Senator Hudspeth once when I 
failed to understand his answer to 
the roll call in the midst of consid
erable confusion and on a close vot·e; 
llnt this error was immediately dis
covered and was not n ecessarily fatal 
to th e measure. You will not find 
a correction of a recorder! vote in the 
Journal th e whole time J was Secre
tal')'. I never duj1licated a number 
of a bill or .resolution and never 
skipped a number. There ne,·er was 
a fata l defect in the transm ission of 
any matter from th-e Senate to the 
House while I was Secre tary, or in 
the making of proper endorsements 
and record of any matter received 
from the House. In this connection , 
howeY·er, I ascribe a jus t share of 
the credit to the efficient Assistant 
Secretary, lllr. .John D. l\IcCall. J 
always regarded myself in the rela
tion of nu em)lloye of each Senator, 
and I am sure no Senator will say 
that I -:!Yer failed to treat all the 
Senators with 1111iform courtesy and 
impa rtialito". I ncYer spoke. dis
paragingly of any Senator's position 
on any q11estion before the Legi sla
ture, as l always treated such mat
t ers as the llusiness of the Senators 
and not my llusiness. And if chosen 
again for this position I will gin1 it 
as close and as intelligent application 
as J can. 

I appr eciate your kindness 'and 
fairness in calling my attention to 

the nmtter about which you inquire, 
and I would prefer that yo11 have 
Senator \Vestbrook's and Senator 
Darwin's statements and points of 
view llefore making the matter de
te1·m inative in your own mind . 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) W. V. HOWERTON. 

Bastrnp, T·exas, Feb. 14, 1918. 
i\lr. \V .. V. Ho werton, Capitol Station, 

Austm, Texas. 
Dear 111r. Howerton: I lleg to 

acknowledge receipt of your Yery full 
letter of Fellrnary 9th, which I was 
,·ery glad to ha,·e. 

J regard you as a ve1-y competent 
man, ancl thinl• that you will make 
an -:!XCellent Secretary. I m11st in 
candor say, however, that I think 
o·ou made a very gra-re mistake from 
your own statement when you said 
after our country was at war with 
Germany that yo11 dlsagreecl with the 
Presid ent and Congress, and thought 
that further diplomatic maneuvers 
should have been resorted to before 
entering the war. This language, 
i\Ir. Howerton, after a declaration of 
war trenched very closely upon a 
treasonable utterance and, in fact, I 
belie,·e under the strict l·ette r of the 
law that yo11r language was treason
able . I am quite sure, ho"·e,·er, that 
you d id not so understand it, and I 
feel from the tenor of your letter 
that you now regret ha\·ing made 
such an utterance. 

I will not communicate with the 
Senators about this matter until I 
reach Austin, at which time it is my 
intention to take 11p the matte r of 
your appointment in the cauc11s very 
rully, and it is altogether likely that 
I will want you to come before the 
caucus and make the explanations 
mentioned to me in your letter be
fore I can consistentlv Yote for vou. 
I clo not now commit.myself, prefer
ring as I said to wait until the as
sembling- of the Legislatt11'e. I would 
like for you to ha Ye the Secretaryship 
on acco11nt of your competency, and 
my min<! will remain 011en until the 
com·ening of the Legis lature. 

Yours very sincerely, 
PAUL D. PAGE. 

Austin, Texas, Feb. 18 , 1918. 
Hon. Paul D. Pag.e, Bastrop, Texas. 

lily Dear Senator Page: In reply 
to yours of the 14th instant • .I will 
say that l shall be Ycry glad to ap
pear before the Senate caucus and 
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make any proper stateme;nt, or an
swer any qu·estion any Senator may 
desire to ask, concerning the state

!ment or statements about which you 
;may see fit to inquire. 

I agree with you that it is highly 
improper to question the propriety 

•.of entering the war, after a war 
, declaration, at least during the con
tinuance of the war. Whether or not 
diplomacy should have been tried out 
further, is a question that should not 
now be discussed, and should not 

' have been discussed at any time sub
sequent to ·the declaration of war. I 
am so1;ry to have participated in the 
discussion I explained to you. I was 
expressing only a private view I en
tertained at the time, and would not 
then have discussed such a matter 
in public or put my v iews in writing. 

·Of course, as events have thrown 
more light upon the situation my 
views have changed, and as I stated 

' before, I approve of all that has been 
done and is being done to put our 
Nation on a war footing . 

Hoping to see you soon, and with 
personal regards, I am 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) W. V. HOWERTON. 

Committee Reports. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, Feb. 26, 1918. 

·Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tem. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Consti

tutional Amendments, to whom was 
referred 

S. J. R. No. 1, "Ratifying the 
-amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States of · America pro
posed by the Sixty-fifth Congress of 

·tha United States at its second ses
sion, prohibiting the manufacture, 

·sale or transportation of intoxicating 
liquors within, the importation there-

. of into, or . the exportation thereof 
from the United States and all ter
ritory subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof for beverag·e purposes; au
thorizing Congress and the several 
:States of tVl.e United States of Amer
ica to have concurrent power to en
force said article by appropriate 1-eg
isla ti on, and providing · that said ar
ticle shall be inoperative unless it 
shall have been ratified as an amend
ment to the Constitution of the 
United States by the Legislatures of 
the several States, as provided in the 
Constitution, within seven years from 

the date of the submission of same 
to the States by Congress," · 

Ha1··e had the same under consid
eration, and I a m instructed to re
port the same back to the Senate 
with the recommendation that it do 
pass and he printed in the Journal 
only. 

WESTBROOK, Chairman. 

S. J. R. No. 1. By Westbrook, Dean, 
Decherd, Hopkins, 
Collins, Alderdice, 
Buchanan of Bell, 
Smith, Buchanan 
of Scurry, Johnson 
of Hall, Dayton, 
Suiter, Lattimore, 
Strickland, Floyd. 

Ratifying the amendment to the Con
stitution of the Unit-eel States of 
America proposed in the Sixty-fifth 
Congress of the United States of 
America at the Second Session, be
gun and held at the City of Wash
ington on Monday, the third day 
of December, one thousand, nine 
hundred and seventeen. 

Whereas, both houses of the 
Sixty-fifth Congress of the United 
States of America at its second ses
sion, by a constitutional majority of 
two-thirds th·ereof, made the follow
ing proposition to amend the Consti
tution of the United States of Amer
ica, in the following words, to wit: 

"Joint Resolutipn 

"Proposing an amendment to the 
·Constitution of the United States. 
Resolved by the Senate and House 

of R·epresentatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assem
bled (two-thirds of each House con
curring therein) : That the following 
amendment to the Constitution be, 
and hereby is, proposed to the States, 
to become valid as a part.of the Con
stitution when ratified by the legisla
tures of the several States as pro
vided by the Constitution: 

"Article ---
"Section 1. ·. After one year from 

the ratification of this article the 
manufactm'2, sale, or transportation 
of intoxicating liquors within, the 
importation thereof into, or the ex
portation thereof from the United . 
States and all territory subject to 
the jurisdiction thereof for beverage 
purposes is hereby prohibited. 

"Section 2. The Congress and the 
several States shall have concurrent 
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power to enforce this article by ap- with on motion of motion of Senator 
proprinte legislation . Smith. 

"Section 3. This article shall be 
inoperatin? unless it- shall have been 
ratified as an amendment to the Con- Petitions aml l\lcmorinls, 
stitution, by the legislatures of the See Appendix. 
scYcral States, as provided ii) the 
·Constitution, within sm·en years from 
the dnte of the submission her-eof 
to the States by the Congress." Commit.tee Reports. 

Therefore, be it resolved by the See Appendix. 
Senate and Honse of Repres-entati,·es 
of the State of Texas that the said 
proposed amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United ·States of America . Pages nnd Porters. 
be, and the same is h-ereby, ratified The Chair announced the appoint-
by the L egis lature of the State of ment of the following pages and por-
Tcxas. ters: 

That certified copies of this pre- Porte rs: Willie Carpenter, Henry 
amble and joint resolution be for- Green, Buck Green, Irwin Hatcher, 
warded by the Go,·ernor of this State· Eugene \Villiams, Jack Blocker, Hor
to th<'! Presi dent of the United States, ace Nickols, Robert Warren. 
the Secretary of State of the United Pages: Dick ;'ltcNutt, A. W . Ken-· 
States, to the presiding officer of the narc!, Berkley Bell, John l\loulden, 
United States Senate, and to th e Burwell Townley, Wilbur Johnson, 
Speaker of the Honse of Represen- Gustave Strithoff, Young Dowlen, 
tath·es. G. K. Shearer, Jr., Ben Gresham . 

SECOND DAY. 

Senate Chamber, 
Ausiin, Texas, 

Wednesday, Feb. 27, 1918. 

Th e Senate met at io o'cloclc a. m . 
pursuant to adjournm ent, and was 
called to order by President Pro Tern. 
Decherd. · 
. The roll was called, a quorum be
rng present, the following Senators 
answering to their names : 

Alderdice. Hopkins. 
Balley. Hudspeth. 
Bee. Johnson of Hall. 
Buclianan of Bell. Johnston of Harris. 
Buchanan of Scurry. Lattimore. 
Cnldwell. l\IcNealus. 
Clark. Page. 
Collins. Smith. 
Dayton. Strickland. 
Dean. Suiter. 
Decherd. Westbrook. 
Floyd. Woodward. 
Hall. 

Absent-Excused. 

Gibson. 
Henderson . 
J\JcCollum. 

Parr. 
Robb\tls. 

Pra.rer by the Chaplain. 
Pending the reading of the Journal 

of yesterda y, the same was dispensed 

Secre tary to the President Pro
Te m., William Atkinson. 

Bills 11ncl Ilcsolutions. 

By Senator Dean: 
S. B . No. 3, A bill to be en titled 

"An Act to amend Article G 11 of the 
Penal Code of Texas adopted in 1911, 
so as to prohibit the sale of spiritu
ous, or vinous liquors in quantities 
of one gallon or less , without tak
ing out a license a s a retail liquor 
dealer; presc ribing a penalty for the 
violation of this Act; pro\'iding that 
prosecutions under this Act shall 
have precedence upon the dockets of 
the district courts; providing that 
persons convicted for violations of 
thi s Act shall not have the benefits 
of the suspended rnntence act ; and 
declaring an emergency." 

Read first time and referred to 
the Committee on Criminal Jurispru
dence. 

By Senator Dean: 
S. B. No. 4, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Article 612 of 
the Penal Code of Texas adopted in 
1911, so as. to prohibit the sale of 
malt liquors capable of producing 
intoxication, in quantities of one gal
lon or less, without taking out a li
cense as a r etail malt dealer ; pre
scribing a 11ennlty for the violatlon 


